DEPARTMEM%‘-@E HEALTH

Sufe and Healihy Lives in Safe und Healthy Commuriities

-——GTATE -OF RHODE ISLAND AND
PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
BOARD OF MEDICAL uICENSURE
AND DISCIPLINE

. No. (98-056

Iin the matter of:
E. Brien Dugas,; M.D.

CONSENT DRDER

The Respondent came to the attention of the Board of
Medical Licensure and Discipline through a notification sent
to the Board by an area hospital which had suspended the

Respondent’s clinical privileges.

Findings of Fact

1. : Subsequent to the suspension, the Beard learned that "~

the Respondent ‘haa.msaughtz-and received care through the .

?hysician’$; Health Comm;ttee of +the Rhode Island Medical =
Society. |

2. - The B@ard later received information from various
 Bources xeqarding‘the quality‘of;carejregde:edjto-ﬁertain
patients. | |

3. The R@gpondent aiso confirm@d;tﬁat he had crdered

controlled substances from wholesale distributors and, in
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violation of the C(ontrolled Substances A&Act, had self-
administered them without  keeping required records.
4. .The Bcard received.expert review regarding certain

guality of care issues. The reviewer expressed concern about

“the ReS§ondept’ organizational . skills, inappropriate

references +o other pbv&1c1aps in his votes, professional

“udgment in his decision to perform a. “olonomcogy on an &g fgf}

vear old.maLe wlt% a hlstory Qf corOWary artmry d*sease and an
excassively lung paocpdule done on a- termlnally 11% fnma e
patient.

‘5. ‘The Respohdent;ithrbugh his treatmernt providers, now

indicates that ~“~he was suffering - from undiagnosed---and

uncontrolled bi-polar disease. ™ “HIs diseass, according to'

providers, is now under control.

“The Respondent has violated_Rhodeﬁléland General Laws
5.37-5.1(19):26) for failing to conform to the mninipum
standards of"aéceptabie practic@ of medicine and violating
state and federal laws relating”to”conﬁrélled”SubstanCeS-

The parties agree aswfcllows:

(1} The Rebpundezt is a phjs@c;an Licensed and
doing brszness under and by.v1r“ue of th@ Laws of Lhe Stat@ of
Rhode Island, dilopathlb license number, MD07261. |

(2Y Eespondent admits to the jurisdiction cf Lh@ Board
and hereby. agrees to remdin under theujurisdicﬁiog of the

Board.



(3) Respondent has read this Consent Order and

understands: that it is a proposal: of : Investigating Committee

I of the Board and ié"éﬁbjeqt"tq:ﬁﬁé final approval of the

‘Board.mThis-Gonsant-dfdét—isznot:Biﬁding on respondent until

o final ratification by the Board.

{4y Respondent herehy acknowledges and waives:

=38

9.

k.

e

- The right o -appear: p@rson&liyf—dgfﬁg§ﬁﬁi

counsel cr both bafore the Board;
The -right to producs witnesses and
evidence in his behalf at a hearing; -

The right to cross examine witnesses;

- The right to have subpoenas issued by the

Board;_

The right to further procedural. steps
except for specifically contained herein;
Any and ali rights of appeal of this
Consentzﬂrder;

Any objection to the fact that this

. Consent Order will be pxesentéd to .the

Boardufcr"considerétion and reﬁiew;'

Any oéjection to the fact that it will be
necessaiy; for the -Board ,fo become
acquainﬁed with all evidence ﬁertaining
te this matter in order to :réview
adequately this Censent Order;.

Any objection to the fact that potential



bias against the Respondent may occur &8
a result of the presentation of thig " "
Consent Order.

(5) iIf the Consent Order is not accepted by the
Reqponden =, the Investigati&e Committee will recommend to the
Board that aniAdministratiée Hearing be'écheduled with ﬁespect
to any and a1l acts-of al3eged unprof@ﬁ51nnal conduct.. -If the
Boaxrd Agproves, a PedVLng Commlﬁtee w11i be convened for the
purposa of conductlng the Admlnlstra ive Hearln . | -

(56) ACLGPL&QC@ of this CORSQEt Clder CUnSthﬁtQS.aé

acknowledgenent =by the  Respondent of the Envastmgatlva

Findings seL forth herein.

(7) This ‘Consent Order shall become part ol tha publlc
record of this proceeding once it is accepted;by”al{ parties
and by the Board.

(8) Failure to comply with this Consent Oxder, when
gééﬁé& and accepted, shall subject the Respondent to further
disciplinary'acxipﬁ;

£9) _Thé R@apéndent.ﬁill undergojaqcliﬁical-Qompetemgy
evaluation from East Carclina University-School of Medicine
and a ProBe prof@“siona’ athics.course.. Further, Réspondemt
shall undmrgm an evatuat;cﬁ frem a Board appointed- evaluator
in order to detarnlne whether the ~Respondenu‘ s £it to
practice medi c1ne. o

(10}, Whlle the Respondent undergoes c|1nical competency

evaluation from the East Carolina University BSchool of




Medicine and the evaluation® from the Board . approinted:-- .

evaluator, he shal}ﬁpxactige_&edicine;unQer the . supervision of; |

‘the following physician: " Petér M. Small, M.D. or' another

physician. approved. by. the Board. - Prior to perforhing any o
——endoscopic procedure, the Respondent shall meet personally

with the Supe$Visary physiéiént,@t”which-timéiiﬁgléhart‘6ffﬁhéf”"

scheduled prdcé&ur@. Subsequent to any_endoscopic proéédﬁfé”"'
performed by the Respondent, the supervi Sozy phV81c1an shall

review the Report of Operations The supervisory physician

shall be personmally and pxofesswna*ly msponmble for

immediately xeport;ng to - ke Bcard of Medlcal Licensure aqd

Discipline any 1ndxcat¢0ﬁs of unplofesalmnal conduct by the

Respondent, including but not limited to the following areas:
a. professicnal judgm@nt in recammending_a procedure;
b. technical' proﬁ}ciéncy, skill, 'iimelinessﬂ and
efficiency in performing a procedure;
c. the manner and mode of the Respondent’s interaction
with patients and hospital staff, including appropriate
record documertation; and
d. knowledge and use of precperative and intraoperative
medications. |
{(11) The Beard zhatl approve the Resgondenf’s return to
the unsngarv;sed- practice . uf medicine if the . clinical
ponpétency'eva*n"“lon &ronAthe East bavallra,LnLv0151ty'Schcnl

:of Medicine and ihe Board dpp@lntad4evaLuatlon nupport kaflﬂq

&




this restriction.  The Raépdndent shall enter a three-year

. _contract with the Physician’s Health Committee at the Rhode

Island Medical Society during which time hé shall remain On

probation. - Further, the: Respondent agrees to provide urine or

blood samples to a clini@ali laboratory to rule out the

presence of alcohol or other illegal substances or medications, ., -

not prescribed by his physician.. . Such. screens will. . he... .

providad within twelve hours of a regquest by the Board:lhThese
screens will .he Iin additiéni te those fequired‘ by the
Physician’'s Heéith"Committee: iAny failuré-to provide the
soreen wilil be.ju g@d to be a po%mtlve 5crae1 and will subject
‘the Rebpondent to lmmeaLatu dlSClpane.

:(14) If- within thirty (30). days after _reCeiﬁing'mthe
reports of the clinical competency evaluation from the East
Carolina University Echool of Medicine and the evaluation from
the Board appointed evaluator, the Board has not issued
written approval for the Respondent to resume the unsupervised
practice of medicine, the Respondent shall be entitled to a
hearing pursnantiﬁm.mitle SIEChapter 37‘o£ ﬁhe,Rhodeﬂlsland
General Laws..

113) There shall be an administrative fee of $250.00 due

within $0 daves of the acceptance of this agreement:

signed this ¢~ . day ot 4@@ 1999,

C) )A@Mf%ﬂqﬂ

E. Brien Dugas, W. ‘




Ratified by tHe Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline at

a meeting held on fé&ﬁbwﬁ*{ 16 1999,

Patricia Nolan, MD,
Cheairperson

Board of Medical Licensure and .

Discipline




